WILLIAM    IV
married in 1818 was a Princess Adelaide of Saxe-Mein-ingen, a devout but nervous woman who achieved a quite incomprehensible unpopularity at the time of the passage of the Reform BflL
As a king, William IV was, at his accession in 1830, immensely popular. This was largely due to his unassuming character which, coupled with his well-known dislike of ceremonial and display, rendered him an agreeable contrast to George IV.
The burning political question of the day was Parliamentary Reform, and when the Whigs came into power in 1831 its solution could no longer be postponed. The passage of the Bill through the Commons was as certain as its rejection by the Lords, and it soon became apparent that the only means by which the opposition of the Upper House could be overcome was by a wholesale creation of peers. This William IV at first refused to sanction, but when the Tories had been given the opportunity to form a Government, which they found themselves unable to take, he readily recalled the Whigs and undertook to persuade a majority of the Lords to drop their opposition to the Bill, which was finally passed, by a small majority.
His refusal at first to agree to the creation of additional Whig peers, which was actually due to his praiseworthy sense of caution, was generally attributed to lukewarm-ness in support of Reform, and for a time he forfeited some of his original popularity.
For the rest of his reign the King led a happy domestic life with his devoted wife, diversified by frequent public 174